
Another growing season is here, and we’re happy that you’re a part of it. Early spring is always a period of anticipation. We 
see a bit more sunlight every day, and we see the early signs of life in the landscape. It’s enough to get us all excited about 
the greener times to come.

Summer probably seems like a long way off, but when it comes to your lawn and landscape, the attention, effort and action 
you put in now is what lays the groundwork for a beautiful season.

Green, healthy lawns begin early in the year. Starting a program of plant nutrition and weed control now helps to ensure 
your lawn can thrive during the dog days of summer.

You’ve probably heard about labor and supply chain issues, and our industry is certainly not immune. We dealt with definite 
increases in the price of materials we use to keep your property green and growing throughout 2021. We are committed 
to providing the results and service you are accustomed to, at a competitive price. We appreciate your continued business, 
and we look forward to another year of keeping your property beautiful!

The number one question every spring is, “Why does the grass under my trees thin out every 
year?” The reasons are many, and the solutions are few.

REASON #1 Turfgrass is a sun-loving plant that requires four to six hours of direct sunlight every 
day in order to compete and grow. This rarely happens to grass growing under mature trees.

REASON #2 Tree roots sharing the same space as grass roots are more numerous and therefore 
steal valuable nutrients and water from the turf.

REASON #3 Cultural practices such as mowing and trimming may be harmful to tender plants 
growing in the shade. A weed whacker is also a grass hacker.
As your young trees grow and mature, maintain them properly. Limb up the lower branches every 
spring, and thin out and deadwood any limbs that are not productive so you can get some filtered 
sunlight to the plants below.

The best solution is to plant a shade-loving ground cover under your trees while they are young. 
This will minimize the maintenance required around your trees, provide a sustainable ground cover, and add color and 
texture to your landscape. Some clients (like me) prefer one plant for simplicity and color while others choose four to six 
different species for a more natural effect.

Feel free to consult with your route manager or contact one of the local landscape designers in your area. Trees are an 
important part of the landscape, but turfgrass and trees do not make good bed partners.

GROWING GRASS IN THE DARK?

CONTACT US TODAY! CustomerService@BuckeyeEcoCare.com
South Dayton: 937-435-4727  •  North Dayton: 937-236-4727    

Cincinnati: 513-641-4727   •  Troy: 937-552-3800

JOIN THE BUCKEYE ECOCARE TEAM!
Buckeye EcoCare is now interviewing qualified individuals for 

immediate openings in our Residential and Commercial Lawn Care and 
Landscape divisions. Call 937-435-4727 ext. 111 to speak with Matt Bly 

or ext. 112 for Mike Davis. Call today and join Team Buckeye!

Plants and animals all have cycles that correspond to the seasons. The turfgrass that makes up your lawn is no different. Turf 
can benefit greatly from a fertilization schedule that provides the right nutrients at the right times.

Fescue and other cool-season turf typical of northern latitudes burst out of winter 
dormancy in the spring. Any homeowner who has tried to keep up with springtime 
mowing can attest to this. Grass blades grow so quickly that it can sometimes feel as 
if you can actually see the grass grow! Lawns are naturally active in the spring. During 
this time, it is important that root development keeps up with top growth. Slow-
release fertilizers do the best job of nourishing your lawn at an even pace so that 
your lawn is fully developed heading into summer.

Timely, balanced fertilizer treatments that include nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P), and 
potassium (K) need to start in the spring and continue all season long. To plants, N, 
P and K are like proteins, fruits and vegetables to human beings. The more balanced 
our diet becomes, the healthier we feel and act all season long. Proper feeding is 
one of the goals of your Buckeye EcoCare team because the best defense against 
insect pests and disease is strong, competitive, healthy turf. Summer stress can be 
minimized when we start in the spring with a season-long fertilization program that 
feeds the top and the roots of our turfgrass plants.

As seasonal temperatures rise, your lawn will face the stress of summer heat and sun. During this taxing season, your 
lawn benefits from fertilizer that fortifies your lawn rather than promotes its growth. Treatments that contain potassium 
help guard against heat stress and sustain your lawn over this challenging time.

Your lawn has different needs at different times of the year. A professional fertilization program is designed to 
give turfgrass ideal nutrients for each season so that your lawn is beautiful and healthy all year long.

THE RIGHT NUTRIENTS AT THE RIGHT TIMES

As we begin to enjoy hints of warmer weather, it’s a great time to make sure 
your plant beds are equipped for a successful spring.

First of all, be sure to clear any remnants of winter from your beds. Plant 
beds have a habit of collecting leaves, so you’ll want to be sure to remove 
them as well as sticks and other debris. 

For annual beds, now is the time to cultivate the soil to make it more 
welcoming to new additions. Using a rake or pitchfork, turn the soil and 
pulverize clumps of dirt. This makes the planting process easier and allows 
annuals to more easily take root. 

If you have access to compost, now is the time to use it. Plant beds benefit greatly from the addition of this natural 
fertilizer. Mix in generous amounts of compost as you break up the soil. As a final step, the addition of a “weed & feed” 
fertilizer/herbicide mixture will give new plantings a leg up on competition from weeds.

Don’t let the spring sneak up on you! A little effort goes a long way when it comes to “charging up” your plant beds for 
the new season. 

EARLY-SEASON PLANT BED PREPARATION

Even after a winter that seems to last forever, spring’s arrival always catches many homeowners off guard. One day, you’re 
shoveling snow, and before you know it, you’re struggling to keep the lawn mowed. Be sure you’re ready for the new 
season by taking care of a few lawn tasks early on:

SPRING CLEANING: Take a quick survey of your property and remove any leftover 
leaves or debris that may have accumulated. Be sure to also clear plant beds of any dead 
perennial growth from last year.

TAKE STOCK OF LAWN EQUIPMENT: Make sure your mower blades have been 
sharpened, the engine has been serviced and your trimmer has a fresh spool of string 
attached. Nothing beats the looks and smell of a freshly groomed lawn in the spring. 
Not a bad idea to clean and organize that garage and shed on that first sunny, warm 
Saturday, either.

BRING ‘EM OUT!: If you have patio furniture, plant containers, lawn ornaments, or 
bird feeders that have been put away for the winter, it’s time to pull them out. Most 
likely, these items will at least need a good cleaning. In some cases, you may want to 
add to your outdoor ensemble or replace items that have seen better days.

Spring will be here in full force before you know it. By addressing your lawn, equipment, 
and outdoor features early, you’ll make the new season enjoyable, not overwhelming. 

SPRING INTO THE NEW SEASON

WELCOME TO ANOTHER GROWING SEASON!

Tom R. Grunkemeyer
President, Buckeye EcoCare


